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At the Procter and Gamble 
Alumni Reunion in June of 2009, 
GiveLight Foundation founder 
Dian Alyan was presented a 
Humanitarian Award: ÒFor an 
individual who has made a 
signiÞcant contribution to 
the human condition 
through their time, effort 
or expertise.Ó  Below is an 
excerpt of her acceptance 
speech before the alums. 

! In the name of God 
the Most Gracious, the 
Most Merciful and on 
behalf of orphaned 
children around the 
world, I humbly accept 
this honor.
! I ' v e a l w a y s 
yearned to do great 
things with my life and 
to Þnd my own way to 
conquer the world. My career 
at P&G fulÞlled those 
yearnings.  But it was not until 
I decided to work for orphans 
that I was able to fully embrace 

my existence and capacity as a 
human being.
! Through GiveLight, I 
want to show the world the 
beauty of human hearts.  I 
want to reach out to orphans 

from the PaciÞc Coast, to the 
mountains of Tibet, all the way 
to the barren deserts of Africa.  
Look at us here tonight: for the 
amount we spend for one 
night in this hotel, we can 

actually feed another human 
being somewhere in the world 
for an entire year.
! I want us to think about 
our capacity, individually and 
collectively.  Some of the best 

business leaders in the 
world are here 
together.  I want us to 
believe that we can 
make a positive impact 
in this world, not only 
by the power of our 
mind but also by the 
power of our ability to 
love and to be 
compassionate.
! Charity and 
service are at the core 
of every faith. Whether 
you are Muslim, Jew, 
Christian or Atheist, if 
you have a good moral 

compass, then you will  want to 
do something for other human 
beings.

Click to read the entirety of the 
speech at www.givelight.org

Letter from an Orphan

! Dear friend, My name is Salma Samha. How 

are you? I'm a girl. I'm 10 years old and when I 

grow up I want to be a doctor. My hobbies are 

reading and writing. I hope we can talk again soon. 

What is your favorite color? I like to color and 

play. Please write to me so that we can be 

friends. !I'll be waiting. Love, Samha

About GiveLight Foundation

The GiveLight Foundation 
is a 501(c)(3) non-proÞt 
organization, created in the 
aftermath of the 2004 
Indonesian Tsunami.  ItÕs 
goal is to improve the lives 
of orphans throughout the 
world through building, 
supporting and 
maintaining orphanages.  
GiveLight prides itself on 
being entirely volunteer-
based, with almost all of 
donations going directly to 
the orphans.

Dian and Ashraf Alyan meet with John Pepper 
(left), former Procter and Gamble CEO, in Rome

! Most garage sales are attempts to dispose of 
items and clear space. By contrast,"GiveLightÕs 
recent garage sales felt more like auctions, with 
customers bidding to pay for an orphans meal. 
! The two garage sales,  held on April  4th and 
25th,"brought in a diverse crowd. The items sold 
ranged from paintings to books to a very visible 
snowboard, and were all donated by community 
members. Sunshine, fresh baked goods and 
tangy lemonade drew people to come see what 
we had to offer.  Upon realizing the cause, 
customers were anxious to purchase more.

! The GiveLight family came together to 
make this event a reality.  Working nonstop 
throughout the weekend, the team posted signs, 
promoted GiveLightÕs cause, and made sure 
each buyer got value for their money. 
! GiveLight generated approximately two 
thousand dollars between the two sales, which 
was then matched by a kind donor. Should one 
call it the luck of the foundation, or did the sales 
bring out a sense of hidden generosity shared by 
all? " "Most certainly, each buyer went home 
purchasing some hope for orphans.

! "#$%"!&'( ) $*+%$''$,

GiveLight founder honored at Procter and Gamble reunion

GiveLight garage sales succeed at bringing together community, cause, lemonade!
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Orphanage projects in 
Bangladesh underway

! The GiveLight FoundationÕs 
efforts to establish a presence in 
Bangladesh got off to a strong start 
this summer.  GiveLight founder Dian 
Alyan traveled to several of the slum 
areas in Bangladesh in May (see 
pictures), meeting local contacts as 
well as helping to establish a roadmap 
of plans and commitments on behalf 
of GiveLight.  Among the goals:

- GiveLight will adopt an existing 
orphanage called Darus Sanat.  This 
facility was established and run by a 
family since 1961, and is in dire need 
of renovations.

- GiveLight is seeking to pair sponsors 
with the 300 orphans currently 
housed at Darus Sanat, to cover the 
costs of three daily meals.

- A generous Bangladeshi family has 
donated half an acre of land to 
GiveLight to help establish the 
foundations third ofÞcial orphanage 
in Dhaka, to house up to 50 girls.

! To become part of the orphanage 
effort in Bangladesh, please contact 
info@givelight.org .

GiveLight Pen Pal Program

Over the past two years, the GiveLight Pen Pal 
Program has partnered the orphans in Aceh, 
Indonesia with the 5th grade students of Granada 
Islamic School in Santa Clara, CA.  

The program seeks to show the orphans that others 
are thinking, praying and caring for them.  The 
program also helps broaden the perspective of GIS 
students, to teach them about children in other 
parts of the world and to comprehend orphan life 
without a Wii, cell phone or DSL.  

Currently, 45 students from GIS correspond 
regularly with their Aceh pen pals.  Each side has a 
lot of fun writing about their own culture, language 
and lives, and building bonds for the future.

Samha is one of the brightest 
children at our lake house in 
Aceh- she's Þrst in her class and 
also won a town qiraat 
competition in Takengon, Aceh .

Buyers shop at GiveLightÕs garage sale
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GiveLightÕs message inspires students

At the Islamic School of Stanford we are always 
looking for ways to inculcate our  beloved Prophet's
(S.A.W) Sunnah in our children's daily lives. What 
better way to make "Sadaqa" (charity) a permanent 
part of their lives than to follow the GiveLight 
Foundation's example - taking care of the orphans.!

We invited Dian Alyan to a school assembly where 
she introduced GiveLight to our students, to which 
their  response was amazing. They were extremely 
moved by the plight of other  children whose lives were 
forever changed when they were orphaned. DianÕs 
love for the children was evident for all  to see and 
remind us of our beloved Prophet (S.A.W) teachings.

We encouraged the children to bring a small  amount 
of money to be collected every Sunday to help orphans 
worldwide. The childrenÕs response was amazing: 
Alhamdulillah (by GodÕs Grace) we collected $713 in 
three months. The students were even bringing 
contributions after the ofÞcial collection was Þnished!!

May God bless GiveLight in all its endeavors.

                                         - Samina Aamer

A Life Changing Experience in Pakistan

Earlier this year, I had the wonderful opportunity to visit 
the ÒSaba HomeÓ (GiveLightÕs second orphanage) in 
Rawalpindi, Pakistan.!It was there that my heart melted by 
the beautiful smiles, more vibrant than the sunsÕ rays, 
eager warm hugs from each of the precious children and a 
bright ßower bouquet made with love. 

The honor was truly mine to meet and spend the day with 
all of these incredible girls, mashaÕallah. !With my own 
three daughters, my husband and I were given a 
customized tour by the girls, with the youngest child (a 5 
years old) in lead. The children shared their favorite places 
to play and took great pride in showing their artistic 
abilities in the welcome sign they designed for us in 
anticipation of our visit.! 

We gave them books that sister Dian had collected from 
children here in the US. The cherished looks in their eyes, 
as they realized the books were for them to enjoy everyday, 
is forever imprinted on my heart.!

My own children had taken chocolates for their new 
friends.!As they indulged, their smiles lit up their faces 
and giggles Þlled the room.!How innately similar all of 
these amazing girls were! And I felt that all of  them were 
Ômy girlsÕ. Our day had begun as a special visit, but ended 
as a journey to a new found family.! 

My girls remember their ÔsistersÕ back in Pakistan.!We are 
all so much more appreciative now.! We realize how blessed 
we are to have had the honor of adding the girls to our 
family and hope to be reunited soon. Until then, they will 
forever remain in our hearts, mind and prayers.                               

- Noshaba Afzal

                                                                       Story of an Orphan
Last winter during my trip to Pakistan, I met many children that GiveLight has been supporting since the 2005 
earthquake . One of them left a profound impression because of his courage and conÞdence. This is his story.... 

Kaleem Yousaf  lives in a remote area of Balakot, Pakistan. He is not only an orphan but also!disabled as the 
earthquake left him with a major spinal injury. That fateful day he was in school, and was one of only three 
students in his class who survived.  He lost his father, brother, and 19 classmates when the building collapsed.

For basic treatment he was admitted to a hospital in Islamabad. A few months later, he was referred to the 
Helping Hands Physical Rehabilitation Center for physiotherapy. Now, after treatment he is back in school and 
mobile in his wheelchair. Kaleem and his family are able to afford a comparatively better life thanks to a 
generous donor who has been willing to help cover the costs of his treatment.

Kaleem dreams to be a doctor and we at GiveLight  are committed to!helping him achieve that dream.
                                                                                                                                                                    - Dian Alyan
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                                               Message from the GL Team
With another year coming to an end, the GL team would like to extend their heartiest 

appreciation and thanks to all our generous friends for their constant support. May God 
shower His blessings on us and guide us to the path of righteousness. 

With the orphans of Noordeen

Two sisters were yearning for a chance 
to reach out and inspire children in 
places outside the world they were most 
familiar with. And so it began... They 
reached out to Dian Alyan to propose 
an opportunity to travel across the 
globe and enter into the lives of children 
at the Indonesia orphanage. 

Within two months from the initial 
meeting, Shazia Soroya and Ameera 
Tran, were on their way to a place that 
would forever change their lives along 
with those of the children theyÕd meet.

Earlier this summer Shazia and Ameera 
arrived at GiveLightÕs Þrst orphanage, 
Yayasan Noordeen, located in 
Takengon, Indonesia. They spent a 
month at the orphanage, hoping to 
inspire and educate children whose 
lives were greatly affected by the 
tsunami that hit the Aceh region in 2004.

Each afternoon the children would 
gather around them to learn English 
and get a glimpse of a world from 
which the two women came. Through 
the lessons that both Shazia and Ameera 
provided, the children soon realized 
their great potential and that, God-
willing, absolutely any dream could be 
fulÞlled for their lives.

But far greater was the affect on the 
women themselves, whose experience 
and connection with the children was 
far greater than they had imagined.

To learn more about their trip visit 
AmeeraÕs blog.
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