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At the Procter and Gamble 
Alumni Reunion in June of 2009, 
GiveLight Foundation founder 
Dian Alyan was presented a 
Humanitarian Award: “For an 
individual who has made a 
significant contribution to 
the human condition 
through their time, effort 
or expertise.”   Below is an 
excerpt of her acceptance 
speech before the alums. 

! In the name of God 
the Most Gracious, the 
Most Merciful and on 
behalf of orphaned 
children around the 
world, I humbly accept 
this honor.
! I ' v e a l w a y s 
yearned to do great 
things with my life and 
to find my own way to 
conquer the world. My career 
at P&G fulfilled those 
yearnings.  But it was not until 
I decided to work for orphans 
that I was able to fully embrace 

my existence and capacity as a 
human being.
! Through GiveLight, I 
want to show the world the 
beauty of human hearts.  I 
want to reach out to orphans 

from the Pacific Coast, to the 
mountains of Tibet, all the way 
to the barren deserts of Africa.  
Look at us here tonight: for the 
amount we spend for one 
night in this hotel, we can 

actually feed another human 
being somewhere in the world 
for an entire year.
! I want us to think about 
our capacity, individually and 
collectively.  Some of the best 

business leaders in the 
world are here 
together.  I want us to 
believe that we can 
make a positive impact 
in this world, not only 
by the power of our 
mind but also by the 
power of our ability to 
love and to be 
compassionate.
! Charity and 
service are at the core 
of every faith. Whether 
you are Muslim, Jew, 
Christian or Atheist, if 
you have a  good moral 

compass, then you will  want to 
do something for other human 
beings.

Click to read the entirety of the 
speech at www.givelight.org

Letter from an Orphan

! Dear friend, My name is Salma Samha. How 
are you? I'm a girl. I'm 10 years old and when I 
grow up I want to be a doctor. My hobbies are 
reading and writing. I hope we can talk again soon. 
What is your favorite color? I like to color and 
play. Please write to me so that we can be 
friends. !I'll be waiting. Love, Samha

About GiveLight Foundation

The GiveLight Foundation 
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization, created in the 
aftermath of the 2004 
Indonesian Tsunami.  It’s 
goal is to improve the lives 
of orphans throughout the 
world through building, 
supporting and 
maintaining orphanages.  
GiveLight prides itself on 
being entirely volunteer-
based, with almost all of 
donations going directly to 
the orphans.

Dian and Ashraf Alyan meet with John Pepper 

(left), former Procter and Gamble CEO, in Rome

! Most garage sales are attempts to dispose of 
items and clear space. By contrast, "GiveLight’s 
recent garage sales felt more like auctions, with 
customers bidding to pay for an orphans meal. 
! The two garage sales,  held on April 4th and 
25th,"brought in a diverse crowd. The items sold 
ranged from paintings to books to a very visible 
snowboard, and were all donated by community 
members. Sunshine, fresh baked goods and 
tangy lemonade drew people to come see what 
we had to offer.  Upon realizing the cause, 
customers were anxious to purchase more.

! The GiveLight family came together to 
make this event a reality.  Working nonstop 
throughout the weekend, the team posted signs, 
promoted GiveLight’s cause, and made sure 
each buyer got value for their money. 
! GiveLight generated approximately two 
thousand dollars between the two sales, which 
was then matched by a kind donor. Should one 
call it the luck of the foundation, or did the sales 
bring out a sense of hidden generosity shared by 
all? " "Most certainly, each buyer went home 
purchasing some hope for orphans.
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GiveLight founder honored at Procter and Gamble reunion

GiveLight garage sales succeed at bringing together community, cause, lemonade!

!!!"#$%&'$#()"*+#,,,$-.*/#$%&'$#()"*+#,,,01'',2334

Orphanage projects in 
Bangladesh underway

! The GiveLight Foundation’s 
efforts to establish a presence in 
Bangladesh got off to a strong start 
this summer.  GiveLight founder Dian 
Alyan traveled to several of the slum 
areas in Bangladesh in May (see 
pictures), meeting local contacts as 
well as helping to establish a roadmap 
of plans and commitments on behalf 
of GiveLight.  Among the goals:

- GiveLight will adopt an existing 
orphanage called Darus Sanat.  This 
facility was established and run by a 
family since 1961, and is in dire need 
of renovations.

- GiveLight is seeking to pair sponsors 
with the 300 orphans currently 
housed at Darus Sanat, to cover the 
costs of three daily meals.

- A generous Bangladeshi family has 
donated half an acre of land to 
GiveLight to help establish the 
foundations third official orphanage 
in Dhaka, to house up to 50 girls.

! To become part of the orphanage 
effort in Bangladesh, please contact 
info@givelight.org.

GiveLight Pen Pal Program

Over the past two years, the GiveLight Pen Pal 
Program has partnered the orphans in Aceh, 
Indonesia with the 5th grade students of Granada 
Islamic School in Santa Clara, CA.  

The program seeks to show the orphans that others 
are thinking, praying and caring for them.  The 
program also helps broaden the perspective of GIS 
students, to teach them about children in other 
parts of the world and to comprehend orphan life 
without a Wii, cell phone or DSL.  

Currently, 45 students from GIS correspond 
regularly with their Aceh pen pals.  Each side has a 
lot of fun writing about their own culture, language 
and lives, and building bonds for the future.

Samha is one of the brightest 
children at our lake house in 
Aceh- she's first in her class and 
also won a town qiraat 
competition in Takengon, Aceh.

Buyers shop at GiveLight’s garage sale
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                                                                                                        GiveLight’s First Ladies Gala

This past December, I was honored to participate in  a special ladies afternoon at the posh Four Seasons hotel in Palo Alto. The thought of spending an entire afternoon 
eating fabulous gourmet food and laughing and living it up with other women was delightful; but the reason that brought us together truly took that delight up one 
more level to that of pure Nirvana.
All the ladies came from different walks of life to share in one common passion: The GiveLight Foundation. GiveLight is a non profit entity that  acts as a guardian 
angel to the defeated children of disaster-torn areas by creating orphanages, donating food and clothing, supporting  education and thereby instilling hope. In short: 
giving light in the darkest hours of many lives. 

The afternoon was filled with melancholy knowing our delight at a mere donation of $100 would feed and clothe a child for several months. 

We devoured our delicious four-course meal as we brainstormed of how we could give to  and do more for the children. We laughed and we danced - and at the end of 
the afternoon, we got  a goody bag filled with items well  over our donation.This was the first ladies gala for the Give Light Foundation.  Yet I, along with many of the 
new friends I made that day, are already looking forward to the next one.                          ..........Ruhi Ali Khan.                                                                                                                   

     

           A GL Volunteer visits Orphanage Noordeen

My temperature was at 100 degrees, throat parched and head pounding.
I should’ve been glad to be home, but the only thought running through
my mind was how much better I fared compared to the orphans I left 
behind 16 hours ago. The plane landed, I was back in San Francisco.
The thought still lingered.
 
Perspective is a much needed aspect that runs amiss in our lives. Allow 
me to explain.
How uncomfortable do we get with our un-satiated, satiated lives? 
It’s so easy to complain if  our hot showers don’t have enough force or if the room temperature gets too warm. We 
remain wanting and wanting more. Living in Indonesia changed that for  me. I now understand that just being able to 
take a hot shower is a luxury that many don’t have.

It was a hot, humid day in Medan, Indonesia - the city a 10 hour trip to my destination, the Noordeen Orphanage of 
Givelight in Takengon. My excitement was dampened by sweat and exhaustion. Though, it quickly dissipated as I met 
Dwi, a local Givelight volunteer and one of the warmest smiles I’ve ever seen. The bus ride to Takengon was scary to 
say the least, as it cut across edgy corners and steep hills.

In Takengon the orphanage van picked us up; three of the boys had come along to help carry the luggage with as much 
enthusiasm as Dwi. I would later find out that those  boys were only part of a larger group of children, which have 
forever touched my heart.
I spent 5 amazing days with  these children. There are 44  boys and girls  living in perfect harmony. If  attitude was any 
indicator, one could believe that Noordeen was the  Ritz of orphanages with three meals  a day, a big front yard, and a 
beautiful  mosque at the center  of the orphanage. The kids had an aura on their faces that one could constantly see and 
vividly recall. Perhaps, it was the fact, that the orphanage was a haven compared to the surrounding area.

All the children had suffered the loss of  parents and loved ones. But one could not detect a hint of  regret. Each child was 
filled with such energy and passion that being around them made you think twice about yourself. Their  lives, drive and 
habits despite their circumstances are a cause of hope and joy. This is a cause worthy enough.
                                                                                                                                                     .......Chandni Shah.

                Announcements

• The GL team would like to warmly 
welcome all the new members joining 
our family. Thanks to all volunteers 
for their passion, commitment and 
hard work in driving this cause 
forward.

• The GL 3rd Annual Garage Sale 
is set for May. We need volunteers for 
this event. If  you would like to help, 
please email at 
sarahmehryar@gmail.com.

• GL is having it’s1st Walkathon in 
October. For more info, contact Ruhi 
Ali Khan.

• Thousand Rays of  Light, the 
annual fundraiser for GL is planned 
for the month of  August. More info 
coming soon.

• Project ‘Global Chefs’ launching 
soon. For more info, email 
bellawella1@gmail.com.

We're currently in the second phase of relief efforts with the launch of  "A Dollar a Day" campaign that's aiding a continued beneficiary relationship 
with the U.S. Fund for UNICEF and Zakat Foundation. Volunteers and emergency personnel are in Haiti. Zakat Foundation cooks for and feeds 
more than 2,000 children a day. Generous donations are being used to bring daily supplies from neighboring Dominican Republic to the St. Claire 
camp in Haiti.
GiveLight is employing a plan to enter the third phase of reconstructing an orphanage in Haiti for long-term durable living conditions for orphaned 
children.                    ....... Uzma Khan.

                                                         GiveLight in Haiti

After the magnitude 7.0 earthquake leveled the nation of Haiti on January 12, GiveLight Foundation 
immediately acted on its mission to aid orphans devastated by the calamity.  GiveLight activated its100% 
volunteer base to mobilize the bay area Muslim community as well as all GiveLight supporters, to join in 
the immediate relief effort collecting over $10,000. These funds were directed towards the immediate 
sponsorship of 50 orphaned children via the U.S. Fund for UNICEF and Zakat Foundation, to facilitate 
their health, nutrition, shelter, and water-and-sanitation needs.                                                     
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