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Story of an Orphan

Message from the GL Team
With another year coming to an end, the GL team would like to extend their heartiest

appreciation and thanks to all our generous friends for their constant support. May God
shower His blessings on us and guide us to the path of righteousness.

GiveLightOs message inspires students | With the orphans of Noordeen

At the Islamic School of Stanford we are alwayvo sisters were yearning for a chance
looking for ways to inculcate our beloved Prophete reach out and inspire children in
(S.A.W) Sunnah in our children's daily lives. Whatplaces outside the world they were most
better way to make "Sadaga" (charity) a permaref@miliar with. And so it began... They
part of their lives than to follow the Giveligntreached out to Dian Alyan to propose
Foundation's example - taking care of the orphans.!an opportunity to travel across the
globe and enter into the lives of children
We invited Dian Alyan to a school assembly whef the Indonesia orphanage.
she introduced Givelight to our students, to which
their response was amazing. They were extrem¥fthin two months from the initial
moved by the plight of other children whose lives wéhgeting, Shazia Soroya and Ameera
forever changed when they were orphaned. Diah(3, were on their way to a place that
love for the children was evident for all to see aM¢puld forever change their lives along
remind us of our beloved Prophet (S.A.W) teachingdVith those of the children theyOd meet.

We encouraged the children to bring a small amouf@rlier this summer Shazia and Ameera
of money to be collected every Sunday to help orph@ffi/ed at GivelightOs brst orphanage,
worldwide. The childrenOs response was amaziﬁ%{asaﬂ Noordeen, located in
Alhamdulillah (by GodOs Grace) we collected $7.3/@#e€ngon, Indonesia. They spent a
three months. The students were even bringifgonth at the orphanage, hoping to

contributions after the ofbcial collection was bnishelilfPire and educate children whose
lives were greatly affected by the

May God bless GiveLight in all its endeavors tsunami that hit the Aceh region in 2004.
Each afternoon the children would

gather around them to learn English

and get a glimpse of a world from

which the two women came. Through

the lessons that both Shazia and Ameera
provided, the children soon realized

their great potential and that, God-

willing, absolutely any dream could be

fulblled for their lives.

- Samina Aamer

But far greater was the affect on the
women themselves, whose experience
and connection with the children was
far greater than they had imagined.

To learn more about their trip visit
- AmeeraOs blog

Last winter during my trip to Pakistan, | met many children that GiveLight has been supporting since the 2005
earthquake . One of them left a profound impression because of his courage and conbdence. This is his story....

Kaleem Yousaf lives in a remote area of Balakot, Pakistan. He is not only an orphan but also!disabled as the
earthquake left him with a major spinal injury. That fateful day he was in school, and was one of only three
students in his class who survived. He lost his father, brother, and 19 classmates when the building collapsed.

For basic treatment he was admitted to a hospital in Islamabad. A few months later, he was referred to the
Helping Hands Physical Rehabilitation Center for physiotherapy. Now, after treatment he is back in school and

mobile in his wheelchair. Kaleem and his family are able to afford a comparatively better life thanks to a
generous donor who has been willing to help cover the costs of his treatment.

Kaleem dreams to be a doctor and we atGiveLight are committed tolhelping him achieve that dream.

- Dian Alyan

A Life Changing Experience in Pakistan

Earlier this year, | had the wonderful opportunity to visi
the OSaba HomeO (GiveLightds second orphanag
Rawalpindi, Pakistan.!It was there that my heart melted |
the beautiful smiles, more vibrant than the sunsO ra
eager warm hugs from each of the precious children ar
bright Bower bouquet made with love.

The honor was truly mine to meet and spend the day w
all of these incredible girls, mashaQallah.!With my o
three daughters, my husband and | were given
customized tour by the girls, with the youngest child (a
years old) in lead. The children shared their favorite pla
to play and took great pride in showing their artisti
abilities in the welcome sign they designed for us
anticipation of our visit.!

We gave them books that sister Dian had collected fi
children here in the US. The cherished looks in their ey
as they realized the books were for them to enjoy every
is forever imprinted on my heart.!

My own children had taken chocolates for their ne
friends.!As they indulged, their smiles lit up their face
and giggles blled the room.!How innately similar all
these amazing girls were! And | felt that all of them we
Omy girls®. Our day had begun as a special visit, but e
as a journey to a new found family.!

My girls remember their OsistersO back in Pakistan.!\We
all so much more appreciative now.! We realize how ble:
we are to have had the honor of adding the girls to «
family and hope to be reunited soon. Until then, they w
forever remain in our hearts, mind and prayers.

- Noshaba Afzal
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